SEARCH FOR FAITH STUDY GUIDE WEEK FIVE
RADICALLY FREE AND RADICALLY CLAIMED  (P. 102-113)

1. What does Rabbi Beit-Halachmi mean that she is radically free as a modern, non-Orthodox Jew?

2. What is her three criteria for rejecting any commandments or rituals of Judaism?

3. Why does she consider this interpretation of scripture “a difficult freedom?”

4. What are the five core tenets of a liberal Jewish theology? (p. 104)

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

5. What four changes are happening in contemporary Jewish theology? (p. 105)

a.

b.

c.

d.

6. What is the special blessing of being created female in the image of God?

7. How does Rabbi Beit-Halachmi observe the commandments and Torah? (p 110-111)

8. Rabbi Beit-Halachmi and her husband (also a rabbi) and family moved to Israel.  What is her hope for the modern state of Israel?

9. Write a question in response to this chapter . . . .

THE RADICAL DIVINITY (P. 159-169)
1. In discussing God as the great order of the universe, she says there is more to understand.  What is her point about fixity and c hange?

2. What does “the radical divinity” mean for her?

3. Describe the three practices of Jewish religiosity that she finds compelling for modern Judaism.


a. service to God


b. study and discussion of Torah

c. prayer and worship of God (building a window into the world)

4. What do the final words of her essay mean to you?  From the fear of death and the longing for a living God, we bring forth our life, our time and place, our society and context.  From moment to moment the reflection of God touches our reflection and awakens faith in us.  Take notice, says god. Take notice, I repeat to myself.  Not to despair;  not to stumble, not to wither.  To open door after door to the living God, to open it within myself and in reality, door after door, hope after hope.

5.  Write a question in response to this essay. . . . 

